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Classification of Offenses. 
The term “offenses known to the police” is designed to include those 
crimes designated as part I classes of the uniform classification oceur- 
ring within the police jurisdiction, whether they become known to 
the. police through reports of police officers, of citizens, of prosecuting 
or court officials or otherwise. They are confined to the sohpwing 
group of seven classes of grave offenses, shown by oreo to be 
those most generally and completely reported to the 
homicide, including (¢) murder, nonn nt niehalatighter, and ) 


manslaughter by negligence; rape; rob : vated assault; 
burglary—b breaking or entering; larceny—theft; ind auto theft. ‘The 
fi contained herein include also the number of attempted crimes 


of the designated classes. Attempted murders, however, are reported 
= aggravated assaults. In other words, an attempted burglary or 
robbery, for example, is reported in the bulletin in the same manner 
as if the crime had been completed. 

“Offenses known to the police” include, therefore, all of the above 
offenses, including attempts, which are reported by the police depart- 
ments of contributing cities and not merely arrests or cleared cases. 
Complaints which upon investigation are learned to be groundless 
are not included in the tabulations which follow. 


(1) 
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In order to indicate more clearly the types of offenses included in 
each group, there follows a brief definition of each classification: 


1. Criminal homicide.—(a) Murder and nonnegligent manslaughter—ineludes 
all felonious homicides except those caused by negligence. Does not include 
attempts to kill, assaults to kill, ee homicides, suicides, or accidental 
deaths. (b) Manslaughter by negligence—includes only those cases in which 
death is caused by culpable negligence which is so clearly evident that if the 
person responsible for the death were apprehended he would be prosecuted for 
manslaughter. 

2. Rape.—Includes forcible rape, statutory rape, assault to rape, and attempted 
rape. 

3. Robbery.—Includes stealing or taking anything of value from the person by 
ferce or violence or by putting in fear, such as highway robbery, stick-ups, robbery 
eee. Includes assault to rob and attempt to rob. 

4. Aggravated assault.—Includes assault with intent to kill; assault by shooting, 
cutting, stabbing, maiming, — scalding, or by use of acids. not 
include simple assault, assault and battery, fighting, etc. 

5. Burglary—breaking or entering.—Includes bu , housebreaking, safe- 
cracking, or any unlawful entry to commit a felony or theft. Includes attempted 
burglary and assault to commit a burglary. Burglary followed by a larceny is 
entered here and is not counted under larceny. 

6. Larceny—theft — auto theft).—(a) Fifty dollars and over in value. (6) 
Under $50 in value—includes in one of the above subclassifications, depending 
upon the value of the pees stolen, pocket-picking, purse-snatching, shop- 
lifting, or any stealing of property or thing of value which is not taken by force 


and violence or by fraud. Does not include embezzlement, “‘con’”’ games, forgery, 
passing worthless checks, etc. 

7. Auto theft.—Includes all cases where a motor vehicle is stolen or driven 
away and abandoned, including the so-called “‘joy-riding” thefts. Does not 
include taking for temporary use when actually returned by the taker, or unau- 
thorized use by those having lawful access to the vehicle. 


In publishing the data sent in by chiefs of police in different cities, 


the F B I does not vouch for their accuracy. They are given out as 
current information which may throw some light on problems of crime 
and criminal-law enforcement. 

In compiling the tables, returns which were apparently incomplete 
or otherwise defective were excluded. 


Extent of Reporting Area. 


The number of police coe a contributing one or more crime 
reports for the first 3 months of 1937 is shown in the following table. 
The information is presented for the cities divided according to size. 
The population figures employed are estimates as of July 1, 1933, by 
the Bureau of the Census for all cities with population in excess of 
10,000. No estimates were available, however, for those with a 
smaller number of inhabitants and, accordingly, for them the figures 
listed in the 1930 decennial census were used. 

The growth in the crime reporting area is evidenced by the following 
figures for the first 3 months of 1932-37: 


Cities | Population 


49, 368, 231 
53, 205, 629 
61, 715, 079 


The above comparison shows that during the first 3 months of 1937 
there was an increase of 55 cities as compared with 1936. 
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In addition to the 2,166 city and village police departments which 
submitted crime reports during 1937, one or more reports were received 
during that period from 974 sheriffs and State police units and from 
8 agencies in possessions of the United States. This makes a grand 
total of 3,148 agencies contributing crime reports during 1937. 





Note.—The piers table dace net inshade 1.518 efties ond renal towns ting a total population 
Setenies The cities included in this figure are those of less than 10,000 population filing returns, whereas 
Se tale Gseclignadh ai peeieapenratiehenune 


395300 





MONTHLY RETURNS 


Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Population. 


In table 1 there is presented information concerning the number of 
offenses known to have been committed during the first quarter of 
1937 as reported by the poiice departments of 1,788 cities with an 

ate population of 60,526,214. The figures are also presented 
for the cities divided into six groups according to size, in order that 
interested persons may make comparisons between the figures for 
individual communities and the average rates for cities of approxi- 
mately the same size. 

In Tne with the facts as portrayed in compilations for prior years, 
the current tabulation indicates that the large cities reported higher 
crime rates than the smaller communities. 

More than 4 percent of the offenses reported consisted of murders 
and other crimes against the person. enses of robbery, involving 
the element of force or threat, likewise constituted more than 4 per- 
cent of the crimes listed. The remaining 91 percent were burglaries, 
larcenies and auto thefts. The amount of each type of crime is indi- 
cated in the following percentage distribution: 


Rate per 
100,000 Percent 


More detailed information concerning the nature of the criminal 
act, time and place of commission and value of property stolen may be 
found in tables 9, 9—A, and 10. 

Most of the police departments forwarding crime reports to the 
FBI divided offenses of larceny into two groups, those in which the 
value of the property stolen was $50 or more, and those in which the 
value was less than $50. Of the cities with more than 100,000 inhabi- 
tants, 87 reported larceny data classified in accordance with the fore- 

ing, and a separate compilation of that information is presented 

ow: 


Larceny—theft 


Population group 


$50 and over | Under $50 
in value in value 


33 cities over 250,000; total population, 20,734,800: 
Number of offenses known 
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Of the 56,433 larcenies classified according to the value of apa 
stolen, 7 443 (13.2 percent) were cases in which the value 
property ‘exceeded $50. 


TABLE 1.—Offenses known to the police, January to March, inclusive, 1937; number 
and rates per 100,000, by population groups 


[Population as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


GROUP I 
36 cities over 250,000; total popula- 


tion, ea aad 
ee offenses known 
Bane per 100. 


56 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; total 
n, 7,726,812: 
umber of offenses known. - ..- 
Rate per 100,000 


GROUP Ill 


89 cities, o- to 100,000; total popu- 
lation, 6, 470; 
Number of offenses known 
Rate per 100,000. 


GROUP IV 


145 cities, 25,000 to 50,000; total 
po tion, 5,048,349: 
umber of offenses known - - -_- 


GROUP V 


446 cities, 10,000 to 25,000; total 
population, 6,940,837: 
Number of offenses known - - --. 
Rate per 100,000. 


GROUP VI 


1,016 cities, under 10,000; total popu- 
lation, 5,384,146: 
Number of offenses known 


Teel es cities; total population, 
---A of offenses known 
Rate per 100,000 


os aa ae Seer rate for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports of 34 cities with a 
pulation o 
ake of offenses and rate for burglary, larceny, and auto theft are based on reports of 35 cities with 
8 total population of 22,221,300. 
3 The number of offenses and rate for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports of 1,786 cities with 
8 total population of 58,798,014. 


‘ The number of offenses and rate for burglary, larceny, and auto theft are based on reports of 1,787 cities 
with a total population of 53,371,914. 
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Daily Average, Offenses Known to the Police, 1937. 


The figures in table 2 are presented in order to indicate the monthly 
variations in the number of offenses reported during the first quarter 
of 1937 by the police departments of 92 cities with a combined popula- 
tion of 37,102,412. 


TABLE 2.—Daily average, offenses known to the police, 92 cities over 100,000, January 
to March, inclusive, 1937 


[Total population, 37,102,412, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Criminal homicide 


Murder, 
nonnegli- 
gent man- 
slaughter 


January to March.-.-. 


nonus averages for manslaughter by negligence are based on reports of 90 cities with a total population of 


. Fis meres for burglary, larceny, and auto theft are based on reports of 91 cities with a total population 
of 29,948,112. 


Daily Average, Offenses Known to the Police, 1931-37. 


In order to make available information concerning annual crime 
trends, there are presented in table 3 figures showing the number of 


offenses reported for the first quarter of each of the years 1931 to 1937. 
The data are based on reports received from the police departments of 
68 cities with a combined population of 19,063,102. 

The tabulation shows marked reductions in the number of robberies 
and auto thefts during the first 6 years covered by the tabulation. 
However, the figures for all classes indicate that there were more 
crimes committed during the first 3 months of 1937 than during the 
corresponding period of 1936. 

The data in table 3 are also presented in figure 1. 





TABLE 3.— Daily average, offenses known to the police, 68 cities over 100,000, January 
“to March, inclusive, 1931-37 es 
[Total population 19,063,102, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census} 
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Offenses Known to the Police—Cities Divided According to Location. 


In table 4 there is ae information regarding the number of 
police departments whose reports were employed in the preparation 
of figures representing crime rates for the individual States. This in- 
formation is included here in order to show the number of such con- 
tributors according to size of city, and it is believed it will be helpful 
in evaluating the crime data for individual States, since table 1 has 
indicated that there is a noticeable tendency for the | cities to 
report higher crime rates than the smaller communities. It should be 
further observed that in several instances the number of records en- 
tering into the construction of State rates is quite limited. In some 
cases the figures for individual States are based on reports from only 
four or five police departments. Obviously, the crime rates based on 
such a limited number of records may differ considerably from the 
figures which would result if reports were available from all urban 
communities in the State. 

In table 5 there are presented the crime rates for the individual 
States, together with foots for nine geographic divisions of the 
country. 

ime rates for the nine geographic divisions, with the cities in each 
division ated into six groups according to size, may be found in 
volume VIL, No. 4, of this publication. 
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TaBie 4.—Number of cities in each State included in the tabulation of uniform crime 


reports, January to March, inclusive, 1937 


Population 


Division and State 
Over = 50,0 000 | 25,000 


I 


to 
250,000 | 950,000 100,000 50,000 25,000 


GEOGRAPHIC DIVISION 
ey pe 169 cities; total population, 


1,848. 
Bast b North Central: 449 cities; total popula- 
tion, 15,705,994 
West North Central: 219 cities; total popula- 
tion, 5,018,98: 
oa Atlant: 1 115 cities; total population, 
East a Central: 53 cities; total population, 
989. 


West ‘South Central: 99 cities; total popula- 
tion, 3,162,263 

Mountain: 73 cities; total population 1,203,384 - 

Pacific: 146 cities; total population, 5,268,069__. 

New England: 


Middle Atlantic: 
New York 


Pennyslvania 
East — Central: 


Se GIO... cn cenccdevcucsess 
a 


East South Central: 
Kentucky 


1 Includes District of Columbia. 
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burglary, larceny, and auto theft are based on the reports of 464 cities with a total popula- 
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Division and State 
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3 The rates for burglary, larceny, and auto theft are based on reports of 169 cities. 


TABLE 5.—Rate per 100,000, off 
2 Includes report of District of Columbia. 
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Data for Individual Cities With More Than 100,000 Inhabitants. 


The number of offenses reported as having been committed during 
the first quarter of 1937 is shown in table 6. The compilation has 
been limited to the reports received from police departments in cities 
with more than 100,000 inhabitants. Such data are included here 
in order that interested individuals and organizations may have readily 
available up-to-date information concerning the amount of crime 
committed in their communities. Police administrators and other 
interested individuals will probably find it desirable to compare the 
crime rates of their cities with the average rates shown in table 1 
of this publication. Similarly, they will doubtless desire to make 
comparisons with the figures for their communities for prior periods, 
in order to determine whether there has been an increase or a decrease 
in the amount of crime committed. 

With reference to the possibility of comparing the amount of crime 
in one city with the amount of reported crime in other individual com- 
munities, it is suggested that such comparisons be made with a great 
deal of caution, because differences in the figures may be due to a great 
variety of factors. The amount of crime committed in a community 
is not chargeable to the police but is rather a charge against the entire 
community. The following is a list of some of the factors which might 
affect the amount of crime in a community: The composition of the 
population with reference particularly to age, sex, and race; the eco- 
nomic status and activities of the population; climate; educational, 
recreational, and religious facilities; the number of police employees 
per unit of population; the standards governing appointments to the 
police force; the policies of the prosecuting officials and the courts; 
the attitude of the public toward law enforcement problems. Com- 
parisons between the crime rates of individual cities should not be 
made without giving consideration to the above-mentioned factors. 
It should be noted that it is more important to determine whether 
the figures for a given community show increases or decreases in the 
amount of crime committed than to ascertain whether the figures 
are above or below those of some other community. 

In examining a compilation of crime figures for individual communi- 
ties it should be borne in mind that in view of the fact that the data are 
compiled by different record departments operating under separate 
and distinct administrative systems, it is entirely possible that there 
may be variations in the practices employed in classifying complaints 
of offenses. On the other hand, the crime reporting manual has been 
distributed to all contributors of crime reports and the figures received 
are included in this bulletin only if they apparently have been com- 
piled in accordance with the provisions of the manual, and the individ- 
ual department has so indicated. 





BB BB BF OP Ot Cd rd hd ts Fe ee A Be OOD bd Ord Sa eb Birh tet bth lh bebe Oe te ed Ai Ae be fe he be ee ei te es a fe te  .  , . , st, e enk o m 


=a + Se eS 


ao 


® ® 


13 


TaBLE 6.—Number of offenses known to the police, January to March, inclusive, 
1937, cities over 100,000 in population 














> 


SSELSLESSESERARER 









3 
»~8S8 
































367 2, 

81 1, 

31 2, 

174 37 1, 

55 43 2, 
25 37 575 
69 a 520 
iaeeaeeie 26 5 370 
49 257 4,342 
tical gal Mins ate tindcsh cintiaedl 4 4 192 
9 4 118 
bid sstweghcp tls j la 5¢tsags bas 10 16 17 323 
tie eine 7 6 22 64 
il 6 5 181 
4 4 100 4 89 
Rage enol 4 38 170 40 426 
éansised 7 4 71 20 323 
4 319 32 815 
38 52 ll 90 
4 169 15 387 
4 219 36 349 
47 570 50 | 1,226 
65 537 246 869 
swchdese 43 311 190 667 
13 170 14 203 
285 205 320 
wos! ¢ OD j.ac.. 130 37 139 
6 29 311 66 450 
80 368 1,851 937 | 2,896 
6 59 379 4 519 
1 3 76 12 92 
2 6 128 il 211 
5 119 208 15 237 
1 113 505 212 502 
9 8 124 56 858 
2 76 300 52 133 
10 89 293 () 462 
1 62 247 95 808 
2 5 103 22 191 
pmb aanciete 3 8 218 51 260 
8 43 192 72 152 

182 296 646 ® @) 

1 30 294 20 442 
1 63 455 46 947 
4 44 21 45] 1,512 
pathos 37 33 4 150 
9 95 10 37 
Eiinhtiedancdéctpoccccedpiguancecnl 7 85 8 54 
168 560 222 602 
283 346 131 257 
iuicinnibseinapinannaeeee 102 641 153 | 1,004 
peosasht 4 201 
9 155 
54 1,044 
Tissseds 8 257 
137 2, 554 
65 418 
38 335 
83 825 
196 
2, 065 
_embicneen 113 
873 
hibit Eee ainbnactinnntaticgabeitincas 45 
eocnhoges 70 


Figure listed includes both major and minor larcenies. 
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TaBLE 6.—Number of offenses known to the police, January to March, inclusive, 
1937, cities over 100,000 in population—Continued 


City 


Offenses Known to Sheriffs, State Police, and Other Rural Officers, 1937. 


Available data concerning the amount of crime committed in rural 
portions of the United States are presented in table 7. As indicated, 
the compilation is based on reports received from 499 sheriffs, 7 State 
police units, and 88 police agencies in villages (places with less than 
2,500 inhabitants). For comparative purposes the following tabula- 
tion indicates the percentage distribution of urban and rural crimes: 


The above comparison indicates that 10.5 percent of the rural 
crimes consisted of offenses against the person (homicide, rape, and 
aggravated assault), whereas 4.2 percent of the urban crimes were of 
those types. Part of the difference in the proportion of reported 
crimes against the person may be due to the fact that some of the 
reports representing rural crimes indicate the possibility that they 
were limited to instances in which arrests were made. Incompleteness 
of this sort in the reports of rural crimes would naturally tend to 
increase the pee of reported crimes against the person in view 
of the fact that such offenses are more generally followed by arrests 
than are offenses against property. 

The percentage distribution of urban and rural crimes is also 
shown in figure 2. 


TaBLe 7.—Offenses known, January to March 1937, inclusive, as reported by 499 
sheriffs, 7 State police organizations, and 88 village officers 
Criminal homicide 
Murder, 
nonneg- 
ligent 
man- 
slaugh- 
ter 


Offenses known 21 
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Offenses Known in the Possessions of the United States. 

In table 8 there are shown available data concerning the number of 
offenses known to law-enforcement agencies in the possessions of the 
United States. The tabulation includes reports from Hawaii County, 
Honolulu (city and county), Kauai County, Maui County, Territory 
of Hawaii; the Canal Zone; and Puerto Rico. The figures are based 
on both urban and rural areas and the population figures from the 
1930 decennial census are indicated in the table. 

With reference to the figures presented for the Canal Zone, it should 
be noted that the Federal Bureau of Invesitgation has been advised 
that less than one-third of the persons arrested for offenses committed 
in the Canal Zone are residents thereof. It appears, therefore, that 
a large proportion of the crime committed in the Canal Zone is attrib- 
utable to transients and other nonresidents. 


TaBLe 8.—Number of offenses known in United States possessions, January to 
March 19387 


[Population figures from Federal Census, Apr. 1, 1930] 


Criminal homicide 


Jurisdiction reporting 


Hawaii: 

Hawaii County, pop- 
ulation, 73,325; num- 
ber of offenses known. 

Honolulu, city and 
county, population, 
202,923; number of 
offenses known - --- - 

Kauai County, popu- 
lation, 35,942; num- 
ber of offenses known. 

Maui County, popula- 


nama: 
Canal Zone, popula- 
tion, 39,367; number 
of offenses known... 
Puerto Rico: 
Population, 1,543,913; 
number of offenses 


Data From Supplementary Offense Reports. 


In tables 9, 9—A, and 10 there is presented the more detailed informa- 
tion concerning major offenses included in the reports received from 
the police departments of 150 cities with an aggregate population of 
19,233,452. The period covered is the first quarter of 1937. 

Table 9 reveals that more than one-half of the rapes reported were 
forcible in nature. Of the 3,757 robberies reported, 2,277 (60.6 per- 
cent) were committed on city highways, and 1,096 (29.2 percent) were 
robberies of commercial establishments. 

The 150 police departments represented in the tabulation reported 
16,185 burglaries, almost one-half of which were committed in dwelling 
houses. With reference to the time of day the burlaries were per- 
petrated, it is shown that 79 percent were committed during the night, 
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and 21 percent during the daytime. With reference to residences, 
however, the proportion of daytime burglaries was larger, amounting 
to 35 percent. 

The figures for larceny disclose that 11.3 percent were cases in 
which the property stolen exceeded $50 in value. In 63.1 percent of 
the cases the value of the property stolen was from $5 to $50, and was 
less than $5 in the remaining 25.6 percent of the larcenies. The tab- 
ulation also reflects that 1.2 percent of the thefts were cases of pocket- 
picking and that 3.6 percent were instances of purse-snatching. 


TasLe 9.—Number of known offenses with divisions as to the nature of the criminal 
act, time and place of commission, and value of property stolen, January to March, 
inclusive, 1937; 150 cities over 25,000 


[Total population, 19,233,452, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 














Number 
Classification Classification of 
offenses 
pe: Larceny—theft (except auto oa): 
in ccénnacncushmagannaneabed 78 (grouped according to value of arti 
Ni id tsnaesanntctinemuccnipinlii stolen): 
Ca trcnnvcidcinstnsevivuseniitl 3,770 
idutsinibwencntipcodaansecsenet Mas nonnoocebasduciadeddalinas 21, 025 
I  iiats cst cnahemacninckicneicaghtantliccisas 8, 542 
Bote; 
 nmttclntabbengenateneadal in shtnisiigtancscmanmuaenion 33, 337 
Commercial house. -................- 
ESS SERS, Larceny—theft (grouped as to type of 
RE CEM offense): 
ee ccntchbatbeanciinnauinan Po a ae 400 
a Cai ictpes eal tnsgparciecidinistatirth Eee ae 1, 188 
nticckbeinuséedsnes BE Coccccccccnes ge lalate 31, 749 
i natdietinebbcinnachinaismancdsnniied Fe icctcinsianiitinainttiiaiguntitcciaiainlis 33, 337 
B —breaking or entering: 
dence (dwelling): 
Committed during night 
Committed during day --....... 
All other (store, office, etc.): 
ommitted during night 
Committed during day ---.-.....- 





The figures presented in table 9-A show that the police depart- 
ments of the 150 cities represented reported 9,049 automobiles stolen 
during the first quarter of 1937, of which 8,580 were recovered. 


The percentage of recoveries of stolen automobiles amounts to 
94.8. 


TasBLe 9-A.—Recoveries of stolen automobiles, January to March, inclusive, 1937; 
150 cities over 25,000 


[Total population, 19,233,452, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Number of automobiles stolen___..........-.------------ 9, 049 
Number of automobiles recovered__..........-...-------- 580 
Purctatiag) nieeveneds. ai< «5.05 odin Gb cksctimndsbeccecinoss 948 


The value of poome stolen and the value of property recovered 
are shown in table 10, as reported by 150 police departments. The 
total value of property stolen was $5,366,586.35. Property recovered 
was valued at $3,607,138.30 (67.2 percent). Automobiles constitute a 
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large portion of the property represented in table 10. Exclusive of 
automobiles, the value of property stolen was $2,114,523.79, and the 
value of recoveries was $507,040.09 (24 percent). 

The data in table 10 are also shown in figure 3. 


TaBLe 10.—Value of property stolen and value of property recovered with divisions 
as to type of property involved, January to March, inclusive, 1937; 150 cities over 
25,000 


[Total population, 19,233,452, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census} 


Value of prop-| Value of prop-| Percent 
erty stolen jertyrecovered| recovered 


Currency, notes, etc 
oes and precious metals 
urs 


13.4 
24.8 
24.7 
22.0 
95.3 
33. 4 
67.2 
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Estimated Number of Major Crimes in the United States, 1935-36. 

Based on monthly crime reports received from police agencies 
throughout the United States, the following estimates have been pre- 
pared concerning the number of crimes of the designated types com- 
mitted in the entire United States during the calendar years 1935 
and 1936. The estimates are based on actual reports of police depart- 
ments representing a population area in excess of 60,000,000. 

The talielation refers to the crimes as serious in character, although 
it is recognized that many of the larcenies involved property of com- 
paratively small value. However, the estimated total number of 
serious crimes is believed conservative, inasmuch as such offenses as 
embezzlement, fraud, receiving stolen property, forgery, counter- 
feiting, drug violations, = concealed weapons, arson, etc., 
have not been represented in the estimates. 

The total for the calendar year 1936 represents a decrease of 112,055 
(7.8 percent), as compared with the total for 1935. 

It is interesting to note that the figures for offenses against the 
person (murder, manslaughter, rape, and aggravated assault) showed 
increases, whereas, the remaining offenses, which are classified as 
offenses against property, showed decreases. 

The data in table 11 are also presented in figure 4. 


TABLE 11.—Estimated number of crimes in the United States, 1935-36 


Number of offenses 
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Murder and nonneg! t manslaughter 
Manslaughter by negligence 
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ANNUAL RETURNS, 1936 


In addition to monthly reports of offenses known to have been 
committed, the system of uniform crime reporting provides for annual 
reports which contain information concerning the number of offenses 
disposed of by arrest and the number of persons taken into custody 
by the police. The most comprehensive figures available based on 
monthly reports for 1936 were included in volume VII, No. 4, of this 
publication. In the following tabulations there is presented informa- 
tion based on the annual reports for the calendar year 1936. 


Offenses Known and Offenses Cleared by Arrest, 1936. 


In table 12 there is presented information concerning the number 
of actual offenses known to have been committed and the number 
cleared by arrest during 1936. The figures are also presented for the 
cities divided into six groups according to size. 

The number of offenses listed as cleared by arrest indicates the 
number of crimes for each of which at least one of the offenders has 
been apprehended and made available for prosecution. In addition, 
the figures include cases cleared through exceptional circumstances, 
such as the suicide of the offender, the incarceration of the offender 
for another offense, etc. 

In table 13 there is shown the number of offenses cleared by arrest 
during 1936, which were committed during some prior year. The 
relationship between the number of offenses committed, the number 
of crimes disposed of by arrest and the number of persons held for 
prosecution is shown in table 14. The figures relative to the number 
of offenses cleared by arrest are based on the number of cleared cases 
shown in both tables 12 and 13. The data in table 14 should be inter- 
preted as follows: 

With reference to group I, 80 of each 100 murders committed 
were cleared by the arrest of 83 persons who were made available for 
prosecution. 

Relative to the figures showing the percentage of offenses disposed 
of by arrest, it may be pertinent to note that there are instances in 
which the police clear the crimes by arresting the guilty individuals 
but they are unable to take credit for such clearances in their statis- 
tical reports due to the fact that it is not possible for them to produce 

roof that the individuals arrested were responsible for the crimes and 

ecause the persons arrested did not confess thereto, even though they 
had been convicted of one or more other violations. This factor 
would tend to cause the figures relative to offenses disposed of by 
arrest to be conservative. 

Portions of the data in table 14 are presented in figure 5. 
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TABLE 12.—Offenses known, offenses cleared by arrest, and percentage of offenses 
cleared by arrest, 1936, by population groups 


[Population as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 





| 


Criminal 

homicide Bur- 

ou eee ~ | glary— | Lar- 
Murder, | Man- | Rape Rob- | vated reak- y Auto 





Population group 


bery | _as- Chon | theft 
nonneg- -- ing or theft 
ligent ter by sault entering 
man- negli- 
slaughter} gence 
GROUP I 
24 cities over 250,000; total popula- 
tion, 16,910,900: 
Number of offenses known... 1, 264 827 | 1,456 |14,042 | 7,928 49, 586 |118, 816 | 39, 605 
Number of offenses cleared by 
CR inital 4 ceanigtntoerie 995 632 | 1,007 | 5,606 | 5,275 17,421 | 30,554 | 9, 136 
Percentage of offenses cleared 
i Dc kccrincenbindiotunpeinine 78.7 76.4 | 60.2) 37.5 66.5 35.1 25.7 23.0 
GROUP I 
34 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; total pop- 
ulation, 4,798,915: 
Number of offenses known. - .. 228 245 2,046 | 2,428 18, 343 | 40,838 | 11, 706 


355 
— of offenses cleared by 
didaaiatatheas hibneramwen sian 191 204 306 681 | 1,721 4,325 | 8,871) 1,931 
86.2 


83.8 83.3 33.3 70.9 23.6 21.7 16.5 


GROUP II 


51 cities, 50,000 to 100,000; total pop- 
ulation, 3,505,736: 


Number of offenses known. - -.- 179 142 199 | 1,583 1, 208 11, 181 | 28, 627 6, 802 
— of offenses cleared by 


i latadiihiciemaaae etadeincnn gee 166 131 172 517 965 2,870 | 6,734 | 1,233 


WE nbedccvbsosccnnscccssosi 92.7 92.3 86.4 32.7 74.3 25.7 23.5 18.1 
GROUP IV 
90 cities, 25,000 to 50,000; total pop- 
ulation, 3,121,655: 
Number of offenses known... - 135 121 214 | 1,031 1, 214 9,331 | 24,745 | 5,882 
Number of offenses cleared by 
bist bttebbodihtenidimnne 120 110 196 395 1,040 2, 624 7,065 1, 057 
Percentage of offenses cleared 
Se Geabbutiddbababeswutsds 88.9 90.9 | 91.6) 38.3 85.7 23.1 28.6 18.0 
GROUP V 
266 cities, 10,000 to 25,000; total pop- 
ulation, 4,169,853: 
Number of offenses known - - - . . 143 127 279 | 1,009 901 9, 537 | 25,028 | 5,358 


Number of offenses cleared by 


arrest 120 120 255 419 817 2,811 7, 143 1,404 
Percentage of offenses cleared 


Dec wcacdsvdnctssscscoes 83.9 04.5 | 91.4 41.5 90.7 20.5 23.5 26.2 
GROUP VI 
522 cities ee 10; 000; total popula- 
tion, 2,943,60 
Number of offenses known..... 86 85 is 558 586 5,620 | 12,617 | 2,415 
or of offenses cleared by 
id hd eonlshd naiilaiom hpabdeh tei 73 74 166 237 520 1,850 | 4,523 S41 
Percentage of offenses cleared ’ 
Pa beccesstitusssctucebe 84.9 87.1 90.2) 42.5 88.7 32.9 35.8 34.8 


Num ber of offenses known... -. 2,035 | 1,547 | 2,687 |21,169 | 14,355 | 103, 598 |250, 671 | 71,858 


© RRR 1,665 |} 1,271 | 2,102 | 7,855 | 10,338 31,901 | 64,890 | 15,602 
Percentage of offenses cleared ae 


Ei csncscpuccsass hecho 81.8 | 822] 782] 37.1 72.0 30.8} 25.9 
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TABLE 13.—Number of offenses cleared by arrest during 1936 which were reported 
during some prior year as not cleared 












Criminal 





homicide 
Population group Murder, | Man- | Rape Aue 
nonneg- slaugh- e 

ligent | ter 7 

man- negli- 

slaughter| gence 
GRRE cctetepetcetewncetnedeeeys 115 
Group II... 48 
Group III... 48 
Group IV... 4 
Group V... 34 
Gene Vi... ocaiandedeni 25 
234 
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TaBLe 14.—Offenses known, offenses cleared by arrest, and persons charged (held 
for prosecution), 1936, number per 100 known offenses 


[Population as estimated July 1, 1933 by the Bureau of the Census] 


Criminal 
homicide 


Population group Murder, | Man- 


nonneg- | slaugh- 
ligent ter by 
man- negli- 
slaughter 


Grovp I 


24 cities over 250,000; total popula- 
tion, 16,910,900: 
Offenses known 
Offenses cleared by arre 
Persons charged 


Grovp II 


34 cities, 100,000 to 250,000; 
population, 4,798,915: 
Offenses known 
Offenses cleared by arrest... ---. 
Persons charged 


Grovp III 


51 cities, 50,000 to 100, 000; total pop- 
ulation, 3,505,736 
Offenses known 
Offenses cleared by arrest_...-.-- 
Persons charged 


Group IV 





90 cities, 25,000 to 50,000; total popu- 
lation, 3,121,655: 
Offenses known 
Offenses cleared by arrest 
Persons charged 


Group V 


266 cities, 10,000 to 25,000; 
———_ 4,169,853: 


oauee cleared by arrest......- 
Persons charged 


Grovp VI 


522 cities, under 10,000; total popu- 
population, 2,943,607: 


Offenses cleared by arrest 
Persons charged 


Total, Group I-VI 


987 cities; total population, 
35,450,666: 
Offenses known. aie 
Offenses cleared by “arrest...---- 
Persons charged 


Bur- 
glary— 
break- 

ing or 
entering 
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RELATION BETWEEN OFFENSES KNOWN, 
OFFENSES CLEARED, 
AND PERSONS CHARGED Cteto For prosecution) 


JANUARY | — DECEMBER 31, 1936. 
BASED ON REPORTS OF 987 CITIES ~ POPULATION 35,450,666, 


MURDER, NONNEGLIGENT. MANSLAUGHTER 
OFFENSES KNOWN 1000 


83.7 













PERSONS CHARGED 87.6 


AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 













100.0 
75.0 
ROBBERY 
100.0 
7 CLEARED 42.8 
a 2a PERSONS CHARGED 38.1 
BURGLARY 
von 
eee OFFENSES CLEARED 34.1 
=. PERSONS CHARGED 22.9 
LARCENY 
L OFFENSES KNOWN |) 100.0 
Sl OFFENSES CLEARED 26.6 
ee PERSONS CHARGED 21.9 
AUTO THEFT 
100 
OFFENSES CLEARED 22.1 






PERSONS CHARGED 15.4 


Figure 5 
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Persons Charged (Held for Prosecution), 1936. 

The preceding tables based on annual police reports for 1936 have 
dealt with the number of offenses committed, the number dis 
of by arrest of the offender and the relation between such figures and 
those showing the number of ns arrested. The data in tables 15 
and 16 relate to the number o —— made available for prosecution. 
The figures are presented for all types of violations of State laws and 
municipal ordinances and are also shown in terms of the number of 
arrests per 100,000 inhabitants. 

It should be noted that data concerning the number of offenses 
committed and the number of offenses disposed of by arrest are 
compiled on a basis which is different from that employed in tabulat- 
ing fesse concerning the number rpees held for prosecution. If 


& person commits a robbery on e three different days and is 
thereafter taken into custody and charged with those crimes, the 
reports will show three offenses of robbery committed, three disposed 
of by arrest and one n held for prosecution for ro 


bery. 
The percentage distribution shown in table 15 reflects that the 


majority of persons dealt with by the police during 1936 were charged 
with minor violations. Table 16 reflects that there were 3,280,069 
arrests by the police departments represented during the calendar 
year. Of those, 57.8 percent (1,896,294) were for traffic and motor 
vehicle violations, 18.2 percent (597,880) were for drunkenness, and 
4.6 percent (149,451) were for disorderly conduct. 

here were, nevertheless, the following arrests for serious crimes: 


1, 783 | Stolen property (receiving,etc.). 3, 599 
2 a Forgery and counterfeiting ____ 94 
10, 762 Nercotio drug 
23, 754 | Weapons (carrying, etc.) 


It should be noted that the above figures were limited to the reports 
of the police departments of 987 cities with a combined population of 
35,450,666. Also, it should be noted that summonses or edie notices 
were frequently used in lieu of arrests, particularly in connection with 
violators of traffic regulations. 

In a very small number of the reports received from police agencies 
the data for two or more classifications were presented in a — 
figure. In such instances the arrests were distributed among the 
several classifications in the ratio in which they occurred in the 
reports received from the remaining police agencies in the same popu- 
lation group. 


0 ete et te et Se 
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Taste 15.—Percentage distribution of persons charged (held for prosecution), 1936 
[987 cities; total population, 35,450,666] 











Offense charged Percent Offense charged Percent 
Criminal homicide: Prostitution and commercialized vice - - 1.29 
(@) Murder and nonnegligent man- offi ‘ 27 
0.05 08 
-05 -17 
2 -61 
.33 - 66 
1.54 1.06 
.72 57.80 
1.67 4.56 
4 18. 23 
-% 2.21 
1& 
ll 6.02 
-ll 
.07 100.00 
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TasLe 16.—Persons charged (held for prosecution), 1936, number and rates per 
100,000, by population groups 


{Population as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Group | Grow Grow 
Group I |Group II i Vv ve 


016,000 


24 cities over 
population, 16,9 
100,000; population, 


51 cities 50,000 to 
3,505,736 


266 cities 10,000 to 
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See footnotes at vas of table. 
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Taste 16.—Persons char (held for prosecution), 1936, number and rates per 
100,000, by population groups—Continued 


Group I |Group II Groep Gree Gwe 


; population, 
tion, 35,450,666 


100,000; population, 
cities 10,000 to 


3,505,736 
Total, 987 cities; total popula- 


24 cities over 250,000; 
population, 16,910,900 
34 cities 100,000 to 
51 cities 50,000 to 
522 cities under 10,000; 
population, 2,943,607 


Traffic and motor vehicle laws: 
harged 
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Most of the police departments presented in their reports detailed 
information concerning the nature of the traffic violations with 
which persons were charged. This information is included in table 
17 and is based upon the number of reports indicated in the table. 

The types of violations to be included in each of the classes presented 
in table 17 are as follows: 

Violation of road and driving laws includes violations of regulations 
with respect to the proper handling of a vehicle in order to prevent 
accidents. Examples are failure to obey traffic signal, improper speed, 
reckless — and operating with unsafe equipment. 

Parking violations include all types of violations of parking 
regulations. 

Other traffic and motor vehicle laws include violations not provided 
for in separate offense classes. Examples of cases to be listed here 
are failure to secure proper license for car or for driving, leaving scene 
of accident, lack of title, and obscured or defective markers. 

The traffic infractions represented in table 17 were distributed as 
follows: parking violations, 54.3 percent; violation of road and driv- 
ing laws, 27.8 percent; other traffic and motor vehicle laws, 17.9 
percent. 
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TaBLe 17.—Persons charged (held ingen, traffic violations, except driving 
while intoxicated, 1936; number and rates per 100,000, by population groups 


[Population as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Group1|Group 11] Group | Group | Group | Group 


250,000; po 
tion, 4, 


I 


18 cities over 250,000; 
25 cities 100,000 to 
424, 

47 cities 50,000 to 
79 cities 25,000 to 
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Offenses Known, Offenses Cleared by Arrest, and Persons Found Guilty, 
1936. 


: 
é 


The annual crime reports for the calendar year 1936 included for the 
first time information concerning the number of persons found guilty. 
Compilations containing such information are presented in tables 
17-A and 17-B. The tabulations are based on reports received from 
the police departments of only 13 cities with a combined population 
of 9,369,010. Reports were used only if the data concerning persons 
found guilty were apparently compiled in accordance with the pro- 
cedure outlined in the crime reporting manual. If all, or almost all, 
of the persons listed as held for prosecution were also shown as con- 
victed, the report was not used in a the following compila- 
tions, because it was thought probable that there was some misunder- 
standing as to the nature of the information to be recorded. 

Table 17—A contains information concerning the number of offenses 
known, the number cleared by arrest, the number of ns held for 
prosecution, and the number found guilty. Table 17—B does not con- 
tain information concerning the number of offenses committed or the 
number of offenses disposed of by arrest, because under the system of 
uniform crinie reporting such data are not collected for the part II 
offense classes. 

Persons found guilty are subdivided as to whether they were con- 
victed of the offense charged or of a less serious offense. A lesser 
offense is one which bears a less severe penalty. The figures concern- 
ing those found guilty of a lesser offense include those convicted of a 
less serious offense within the same class or of a less serious offense in 
a different class. 

The figures in table 17—A show that there were 23,280 persons held 
for prosecution for part I classes. There were 11,271 (48.4 percent) 
found guilty of the offense charged, and 3,519 (15.1 percent) found 
guilty of a lesser offense, making a total of 14,790 (63.5 percent) 
ound guilty. Table 17-B shows that there were 633,016 persons held 
for prosecution for part II classes and that 391,399 (61.8 percent) were 
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found guilty of the offense charged, and 909 (0.1 percent) were found 
guilty of a lesser offense, making a total of 392,308 (61.9 percent) found 
guilty. 

In'eovere) instances the offense classes in table 17—B are not identical 
with those in table 16. This is due to the fact that some of the reports 
did not include separate figures for the classes which have been con- 
solidated in table 17-B. 


TaBLe 17—-A.—Offenses known, offenses cleared by arrest, and number of persons 
found guilty, 1936; 13 cities over 100,000 
[Total population, 9,369,010, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 










Criminal homicide: 







(a) Murder and nonnegligent man- 
8 pp Be, 616 471 542 140 85 225 
(6) Manslaughter by negligence -- .._. 428 329 496 69 13 82 
bib atdhs chinegnass chee kee ees Syenieal 898 549 564 112 90 202 
MOONS Ui ice 10, 081 4, 588 2, 597 1,072 605 1, 677 
Aggravated assault... .................... 4, 275 2, 547 2, 493 797 306 1, 103 
B —breaking or entering. -......... 27, 861 11, 538 3, 929 1,403 1, 183 2, 586 
Larceny—theft (except auto theft). ._._..- 71,041 15, 519 10, 956 6, 830 1,033 7, 863 
1, 703 848 204 1, 052 


BID Os noo bntign kegtdaadoiwennc qe ctstioe 15, 659 3, 141 


TasLe 17-B.—Number of persons charged (held for prosecution) and number found 
guilty, 1936; 13 cities over 100,000 


[Total population, 9,360,010, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Total found 





Number | Number | Number 
found 







of persons of 
(Part II classes) (held for offense lesser charged or 


offense 














81 4, 642 
Forgery and counterfei al 513 196 88 284 
Em dea 3, 245 1, 22 176 1, 408 
soe property; buying, a GIB. .cncccccccnesce wae ; = = S = 
eapons; carrying, Sid ncn wdiitiliiintptiadinoelh ‘ 
Sex offenses dneluding prostitution and commercialized 
i niidin seni ReD iets canitiiiensccccencccsececese 20, 390 4, 507 43 4, 550 
Offenses t the family and children.................. 6, 201 2, 904 165 3, 069 
Narcotic ch Sethe nonicncbsecasdabesocaunal 735 297 83 380 
I eoncuind 4, 561 2, 735 4 2, 739 
Drunkenness; disorderly conduct and vagrancy - - aod 73, 424 69, 150 5 69, 155 
eee es enn cmaise 8, 841 4,171 121 4, 202 
Driving while intoxicated -......................- ed 3, 767 2,610 2 2, 630 
i and motor vehicle laws. --.....................---- 1 463, 381 1 280, 406 118 1 280, 424 
Be Ge iaacin nt titddsbcngsccscdccsscdinapsnoccsl 36, 543 17, 511 21 17, 582 









1Based on reports of 11 cities with a total population of 7,369,410. 






Persons Released (Not Held for Prosecution), 1936. 

The annual report concerning persons dealt with by the police 
provides for a listing of the number of persons taken into custody who 
were released without any formal charge having been placed against 
them. Information of this type based on reports received from police 
departments of 578 cities with a total population of 15,686,024 is 
presented in table 18. The number of cities represented is substan- 
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tially less than in table 16 because the reports were excluded if there 
were no entries in the column devoted to this type of data or if the 
entries appeared to be incomplete. 

The figures in the following table include persons who were taken 
into custody because it. was thought they had been involved in the 
commission of crimes and who were later released either because it 
was found that they were innocent or because of insufficient evidence. 
Also, the table includes instances in which youthful persons were 
taken into custody but were released because the complaining wit- 
nesses refused to prosecute when they learned of the youth of the 
offender. Likewise, the compilation includes individuals who were 
taken into custody and released with a reprimand or on the “golden 
rule” principle. Persons summoned, notified, or cited to appear in 
court or at a police traffic bureau because of alleged violations, who 
failed to appear in response thereto, and who were not subsequently 
arrested, are also represented in table 18. Warning tags issued in 
some cities for minor violations of traffic regulations are also repre- 
sented in the following tabulation. 

With reference to the classification ‘‘suspicion”’, it should be noted 
that if a person was taken into custody because it was suspected that 
he had been involved in the commission of a specific offense, his arrest 
and subsequent release without being held for prosecution should be 
listed opposite the offense class involved. Entries in table 18 opposite 
“suspicion’”’ should be limited to instances in which persons were taken 
into custody because of circumstances which caused the police to 
believe that they had been involved in criminal activities of some 
nature, although they were not taken into custody in connection with 


some specific offense. From an examination of the reports received, 
it appears probable that in some instances the entries were placed 
opposite “‘suspicion’’ when they would have been more properly listed 
opposite some other offense class in accordance with the foregoing 
explanation. 
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TasBLe 18.—Persons released without being held = prosecution, 1936; number and 


rates per 100,000, by po ton groups 


[Population as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 
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Number of ns released . 8 3 142 
© Rate 1 > 000_ jigs deciieaetons 0.6 0.2 0.9 
ter by negligence 
Number of ns a 3 17 7 1 152 
Rate per 100,000__.......... 0.2 0.9 0.4 0. LO 
y: 
Number of ns released . .....-. 125 80 42 1, 145 
Miieksia eo Rined tebivnaiien 8.7 40 26 7.8 7.3 
73 90 2 103 1,006 
Rate < catadobecnccecaties 5.1 45 1.5 3.9 6.4 
Number of ms released -. ...... 128 192 422 253 4,615 
ate pet Wa eee......-...-.......... 8.9 9.6 2.0 9.5 2.4 
B —breaking or entering: 
umber of ns released . . ._.. 305 290 133 652 2,890 
Rate per 100,000._...........-...--- 21.1 4.6 8.2 “5 18.4 
Larceny—theft: 
Number of ms released - . ._.... 551 495 341 1, 352 6, 656 
é Rate Be anadansades esa 38.2 “4.9 21.0 50. 9 42.4 
a 3 
Number of ms released . ....... 147 125 56 188 1, 186 
Rate 100,000 eee e 10.2 6.3 3.5 7.1 7.6 
mbezzlement and fraud 
Num . ns released . .._.... 55 25 31 48 449 
Rate _ 3.8 13 19 18 2.9 
Stolen property ; buying, receiving, pos- 
Number . oe released - . 22 15 81 337 
r Rate . — wtnathchsAnsiins L5 0.9 3.0 21 
an fous 
umber ¢ ig heenaan p?,) 23 53 361 
Rate Be Se etieancscaquecace 17 L7 20 23 
Number of is released ......_. 25 31 16 332 
Rate a | EERE eee 17 19 0.6 21 
Prostitution commercialized vice 
Number of ms released .. ._.._- 2B 39 9, 366 
Rate WORE kin kn b ip deccsco=- 17 1.5 50.7 
~ — (except rape and prostitu- 
on 
Number of ms released ........ 200 % 59 500 
Rate Sl addibendbsdtigudcsaded 0.0 L6 22 3.2 
Narcotic laws 
umber of released . ...__. 4 2 23 195 
Ww ele Lodecaanaednn : cilaiteh i 0.2 0.1 Ll 1.2 
—— carrying, possessing, etc.: 
umber of persons released . . ~ 31 % 49 4238 
Rate per 100,000._............ ion 1.6 L5 18 2.7 
Offenses Coins family and children: 
Number of ms released . ......- 60 39 155 3705 
| See 3.0 2.4 5.8 46 
Liquor laws: 
Number of persons released - - . ____- 37 59 169 1, 659 
| gl ll eee 1.9 3.6 6.4 10.6 
DutvEs while intoxicated: 
Number < ms released ..._.._. 80 62 204 658 
Rate per EE SS 40 3.8 7.7 42 
Traffic ond 8 4... vehicle laws: 
Number of ms released .. .____. 32, 498 | § 14, 669 | ¢ 38, 533 7 255,871 
Rate per 100,000._..............-.-. 1, 632.8 928.2 | 1, 467.2 1,90L 1 






See footnotes at end of table. 
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TaBLe 18.—Persons released without being held for prosecution, 1936; number and 
rates per 100,000, population groups—Continued 
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ioe The number of persons released and the rate are based on the reports from the number of cities indicated 
Ow: 


Footnote | Cities | Population 


As previously indicated, some of the reports listed all types of 
violators of traffic laws (except driving while intoxicated) in a single 
figure. In table 19 there are presented data for three types of viola- 
tions of traffic laws based on reports which were tara correctly 
prepared in that respect. The nature of the violations included in 
each class is the same as indicated in the comment preceding table 17. 
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TaBLE 19.—Persons released without being held for prosecution, traffic violations, 
except driving while intoxicated, 1936; number and rates per 100,000, by popu- 
lation groups 


{Population as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 
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Percentage of Offenses Cleared by Arrest, 1934-36. 
In order to make available comparative data concerning the pro- 
portion of offenses cleared by arrest, such information has been pre- 

ared for the calendar years 1934-36 and is presented in table 20. 

he figures are based on reports received from the police departments 
of 47 cities with a combined population of 16,895,915. For burglary 
and auto theft the compilation shows increases in the proportion of 
cleared cases for each of the years represented. For larceny and 
robbery the proportion of clearances was largest in 1935; however, the 
figures for 1936 are in both instances in excess of the figures for 1934. 
For the remaining types of crimes (classed as offenses against the 
person), the variation in the figures is rather irregular. 

In connection with the figures in table 20 showing increases in the 
proportion of cleared crimes of certain types, it may be well to note 
that compilations presented in previous issues of this publication 
have indicated rather substantial decreases in the number of offenses 
of robbery, burglary, and auto theft committed. 


TaBLe 20.—Percentage of offenses cleared by arrest, 1934-36 
[47 cities over 100,000, total population 16,895,915, as estimated July 1, 1933, by the Bureau of the Census] 


Criminal homicide 


1 The data for eee are based on reports of 44 cities with a total population of 16,339,781. 
3 The data for auto theft are based on reports of 43 cities with a total population of 12,492,615. 





DATA COMPILED FROM FINGERPRINT RECORDS 


During the first 3 months of 1937 the F BI examined 126,625 
arrest records as evidenced by fingerprint cards, in order to obtain 
data concerning the age, sex, race and previous criminal histories of 
the persons represented. The compilation has been limited to 
instances of arrests for violations of State laws and municipal ordi- 
nances. In other words, fingerprint cards representing arrests for 
violations of Federal laws or representing commitments to any type 
of penal institution have been excluded from this tabulation. 

he number of fingerprint records examined was considerably 
py than for the corresponding portion of prior years, which were 
as follows: 1936, 106,594; 1935, 90,504; 1934, 87,917. The increase 
in the number of arrest records examined should not be construed as 
reflecting an increase in the amount of crime, nor necessarily as an 
increase in the number of peregns arrested, since it quite probably is 
at least partially the result of an increase in the number of local 


age contributing fingerprint records to the Identification Division 
ofthe F BI. The tabulation of data from fingerprint cards obviously 
does not include all persons arrested, since there are individuals taken 
into custody for whom no fingerprint cards are forwarded to Wash- 
ington. Furthermore, data pe i 


rtaining to persons arrested should not 
be treated as information regarding the number of offenses committed 
since two or more persons may be involved in the joint commission of 
a single offense, and on the other hand one person may be arrested and 
charged with the commission of several, separate crimes. 

More than 31 percent of the arrest records examined during the first 
quarter of 1937 represented persons taken into custody for murder, 
robbery, assault, burglary, larceny, and auto theft. Arrests for 
major violations are reflected by the following figures: 


Criminal homicide Rape 

Robbery Narcotic drug laws 

A Weapons (carrying, etc.) _--.-- 
Burglary 9, 148 | Driving while intoxicated 
Larceny (except auto theft)... 15, 682 

Auto theft 3, 217 
Embezzlement and fraud 3, 784 
Stolen property (receiving, etc.) - 9 
Forgery and counterfeiting._... 1, 898 


Of the total of 126,625 arrest records examined, 8,284 (6.5 percent) 
represented females. During the entire calendar year 1936 women 
were represented by 7.3 percent of all arrest records examined. The 
types of crimes for which women were taken into custody may be 
ascertained from the following table. 


(38) 
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TABLE 21.—Distribution of arrests by sex, Jan. 1-Mar. 31, 1987 










Percent 



















































Offense charged 

Male | Female 
CO I icin ccdnnatignahpaibntinnbniniiadin 1, 622 1.4 1.4 1.8 
OD dnkcdencaesscdneehtwonéntnctageel 3, 570 2.9 3.0 1.8 
BOT cc cn nccdeececscndoctth<4—c BR abeccconced 6, 035 5.2 5.1 5.9 
Burglary—breaking or entering 9, 005 7.2 7.6 1.7 
ee a ee 14, 684 12.5 12.3 12.0 
Aute Get... ... J... Miss. uihn sone dncocncess 3, 171 2.5 2.7 .6 
Embezzlement and fraud. .............-............| 3,784] 3,631 3.0 3.1 1.8 
Stolen property; buying, receiving, ete_.. 969 906 8 8 8 
SSeS aS ESS 207 190 -2 +2 | 
Forgery and counterfeiting .............. 1,808 | 1,786 1.5 15 1.4 

ee ee ee ee eee 1, 245  _ _aae 1.0 11 0 
Prostitution and commercialized vice.._...........- 1, 327 307 1.0 3 12.3 
ee SS SS See SS 1,911} 1,612 1.5 1.4 3.6 
Nasentio Glaser Gsiris - ....ddisie 4 <-miibe -.- <n ~- 1, 076 855 -.8 mn 2.7 
Weapons; carrying, - ow @ 1,623 | 1,587 1.3 1.3 -5 
Offenses against d children. .............-- 1,449 | 1,428 1.1 1.2 3 
LAGSIEE be 4 tah <= 4 ~ ids «4 - cdeab on 2,573 | 2,268 2.0 1.9 3.7 
Driving whille intoxicated................-........-- 4,900 | 4,804 3.9 41 1.2 
Road and driving laws... ...........-.-.-.-........ 783 773 -6 A aa 

Peres WaeOtaisk. ... iden 5 --gaune-5--aueub<< 10 re ase @) «) 0 
ther and motor vehicle laws.._............. 1,564 | 1,545 1.2 1.3 -2 
py a ae Ser ae 5,253 | 4,578 4.1 3.9 8.1 
ES ES EE 19,405 | 18, 460 15.4 16.5 11.4 
Sf RE ee Sa eae 11, 362 | 10,644 9.0 9.0 8.7 
Cc ee I RE RES <a 1,886 | 1,768 1.5 1.5 1.4 
a eR RS Se eae 15, 389 | 14, 361 12.2 12.0 12.5 
Ch RE ae Saas ae ae 1,323 | 1,247 1.0 1.1 9 
All otiiet Glee. 2224. j. a.) a... ca. 6,616 | 6,249 5.2 5.3 4.4 
ee ee Se eee 126, 625 | 118,341 100.0 100.0 100.0 





1 Less than Mo of 1 percent. 


Since the last half of the calendar year 1935, there have been more 
arrests for ages 21 and 22 than of persons in other age groups. This 
trend was continued during the first 3 months of 1937, the number of 
arrests being largest for age 22. It is of interest to note that prior 
to the middle of 1935. arrests of persons 19 som of age outnumbered 
arrests for any other single age group. However, during the first 
quarter of 1937 the age groups in which arrests occurred most fre- 
quently were as follows: 


Number arrested 
2 Soe 1. See: Soe. . cae. ee ee ee 5, 574 
WO aes J - Sees 5 - ee - - Se ~~ Se s - Se 5-5 - es 5, 317 
SB Sea - - Sa - - ee « - Sa ~- SS - 5 - 5 - es Y 
The compilation further disclosed an increase in the proportion of 
persons arrested who were less than 21 years old as comp with the 


record for 1936. The figure for the first 3 months of 1937 was 18.3 
ercent, as compared with 17.4 percent for the calendar year 1936. 
n addition to the 23,214 persons less than 21 years old arrested 

during the first quarter of 1937, there were 21,460 (16.9 percent) be- 

tween the ages of 21 and 24, making a total of 44,674 (35.3 percent) 
less than 25 years old. Persons arrested who were between the ages 
of 25 and 29 numbered 21,539 (17 percent). This makes a total of 

66,213 (52.3 percent) less than 30 years old. (With reference to the 

ages of persons represented by fingerprint cards received at the F B I, 

it should be borne in mind that the number of arrest records is doubt- 

less incomplete in the lower age groups, because in some jurisdictions 
the —— is not to fingerprint youthful individuals.) 
The number of arrests for ages 16-24 is shown in figure 6. 
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Persons under 21 years of age were most meqeaaly charged with 
offenses of robbery, burglary, larceny, and auto theft. This is clearly 
indicated by the following tabulation: 


Percentage distribution of arrests by age groups 


The data in the preceeding tabulation are also meee in : 
The predominance of youths among those rged with offenses 
against property is further indicated by the fact that for all types of © 
crimes 44,674 persons under 25. years of age were arrested, thus con- 
stituting 35.3 percent of the total of 126,625 arrest records examined. 
However, youths under 25 numbered 54.7 percent of those charged 
with robbery; 62.1 percent of those charged with burglary; 48.0 
percent of those charged with larceny; and 73.5 percent of those 

charged with auto theft. 
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TaBLe 23.—Number and percentage of arrests of persons under 25 years o 
Jan. 1 eer. 31, 1987 . sini 
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Examination of the previous criminal histories of the persons repre- 
sented by fingerprint cards received during the first 3 months of 1937 
revealed that 42 percent (53,230) already had fingerprint cards on file 
in the Identification Division of the F BI. There were, in addition, 
2,470 records bearing notations indicating previous criminal histories 
of the persons represented, although their rprints had not previ- 
ously been filed at the Bureau. ere were, therefore, 55,700 records 
containing data concerning the pies criminal activities of the persons 
arrested, and the records disclosed that 38,524 (69.2 percent) had 
previously been convicted of one or more offenses. This number is 
30.4 percent of the 126,625 arrest records examined, the proportion 
being approximately the same as during 1936. 

In many instances the records revealed previous convictions of 
major violations, as indicated by the following figures: 

Ra 
Nareotia qras laws i 
eapons (ca » CU.) 5 cee - 
Burglary 4, Delting white Inteiioated 
re (and related offenses) - 


Forgery and counterfeiting.... 1, 282 


In eight cases it was shown that persons charged with criminal 
homicide during the first quarter of 1937 had been previously con- 
victed of homicide. The tabulation indicates a general tendency for 
recidivists to repeat the same type of crime. 
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As previously mentioned in this report, the records show that 38,524 
of the persons arrested had been previously convicted. The records 
of those persons disclosed a total of 104,743 prior convictions, an 
average of almost three per individual; 46,421 of the convictions were 
for major violations and 58,322 were for less serious infractions of the 
criminal laws. 


anemia 


TABLE 24.—Number with previous fingerprint records, arrests, Jan. 1—Mar. 31, 1987 
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66. 2 
57.6 
55.5 
51.6 
49.4 
46.1 
4.3 
43.7 
41.9 
41.9 
40.4 
39.5 
39.5 
38.3 


1 Only 10 fingerprint cards were received representing arrests for violation of parking regulations. 
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TaBLE 27.—Number of cases in which fingerprint records show one or more _— 
convictions, and the total of prior convictions disclosed by the records, Jan. 1—-Mar 
31, 1937 
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Whites were represented by 94,128 of the records examined and 
Negroes by 27,106. The remaining races were represented as follows: 
a 595; Chinese, 249; Japan woman 2 a 3,906 ; all others, 591. 

The significance of the the number of Negroes 
arrested as compared with the aden of whites can best be indicated 
in terms of the number of each in the general population of the coun- 
try. Exclusive of those under 15 years of age, there were according to 
the 1930 decennial census, 8,041,014 Negroes, 13,069,192 f -born 
whites, and 64,365,193 native whites in the United States. Of each 
100, 000 Negroes, 337 were arrested and fingerprinted during the first 
quarter of 1937, whereas the corresponding mia for alive whites 
was 127, and for foreign-born whites 52. Wiseres for individual types 
of violations may be found in the following tabulations. It should 
be observed in connection with the foregoing data that the figure for 
native whites includes the immediate descendants of foreign-born indi- 
viduals. Persons desiring to make a thorough study of the compara- 
tive amounts of crime committed by native whites and foreign-born 
whites should employ available compilations showing the number of 
instances in which offenders are of foreign or mixed parentage. 
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TABLE 28.—Distribution of arrests according to race, Jan. 1—Mar. 31, 1937 
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TABLE 29.—Number of arrests of Negroes and whites in proportion to the number of 
each in the general population of the country, Jan. 1—Mar. 31, 1987 


[Rate per 100,000 of population, excluding those under 15 years of age] 
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TaBiE 30.—Number of native whites, number of foreign-born whites and number 
of Negroes arrested and fingerprinted by age groups, Jan. 1—Mar. 31, 1937 
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TaBLEe 31.—Percentage distribution of arrests by age, of native whites, foreign-born 
whites and Negroes, Jan, 1—Mar. 31, 19387 
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At the end of March, 1937, there were 6,981,866 rint 
and 8,162,739 index cards containing the names an ahaase of indi- 
viduals on file in the Identification Division of the FBI. Of each 
100 fingerprint cards received during the first 3 months of 1937, more 


than 56 were identified with those on file in the Bureau. tives 4 


numbering 1,596 were identified through fingerprint records during 


this same period, and interested law enforcement officials were im- | 


mediately notified of the whereabouts of those fugitives. 
As of March 31, 1937, there were 10,394 police departments, 


officers and law enforcement agencies throughout the United States i 
and foreign countries voluntarily contributing fingerprints to the F BI. © 
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